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Dublin City University Students’ Union Council

Minutes

30th March 2011

5pm QG15

1. Returning Officer's Report on the Constitutional Referendum

- The DCUSU Returning Officer presented the results of the Constitutional Review Referendum.

- The Results of the Referendum for the Proposed new Constitution were as follows: TOTAL 1238 YES 859 NO 369

- The motion was therefore passed. The new DCUSU Constitution will be introduced for the 2011/2012 academic year.

2. Returning Officer's Report on the DCUSU Executive Elections

- 25 Candidates are running overall, 9 positions are available.

Breakdown: 

· President: As Ed Leamy was running unopposed, an option to Re-Open Nominations was made available to voters. 

· Vice President for Education: Anita Azams, Cillian Byrne, Ian McGlynn, JJ O'Byrne, Tina Newsome McDonnell

· Vice President for Welfare: Ruth Connolly, Collie Oliver, Tim O'Regan, Jackie Fox

· Humanities: Jimmy English, Aisling Foley

· Business: 

· Science & Health: 

· Engineering and Computing:

- The Returning Officer then went through Election Procedures, which are available via an e-mail sent to all students. 

- Hustings are to take place on 04/04/2011 Monday. 

- Hustings is basically all candidates giving a short speech, to deliver their manifestos to the student body.

- As a committee, it has not been decided whether or not there will be direct questioning to the candidates. This will be decided closer to the date. 

- Polling Day; Shall be open from 12pm to 9pm on Wednesday and 10am to 5pm on Thursday. Total 0f 16 hours. 

- Polling stations will be located in locations around campus, with the primary ballot station being situated in the Hub.

- Polls will close at 5pm 

- Following the close of ballots and prior to counting, ballots will be separated and organised into categories. Counting will be in the same order of the hustings. 

- Counting on Day one will take place until approx 11pm. The ballot papers will be kept in secure storage for the night. 10am on Friday

- Recounts; candidates may request spoiled ballots following the first full count. 24 hours of the announcement of the positions. 

- There was a question on Spending: Everything is required on receipts. IF a candidate is getting something for free, how is the price going to be gauged (RRP?). 

Returning Officer: We'll take the price that's on the receipt, within reason. 

Megan O'Riordan stated that she didn't believe it was fair to take this approach and was the only opposer to the electoral rules laid down by the Returning Officer. 

- A discussion was had regarding the locations of ballot stations. During the referendum, there was 56 votes in the Nursing Building. 5 or 6 hours there. 

- IN the science building, there was in or around 156 votes. 

- What the committee has decided is to have a polling station in the science building, only. 

- The point was made that Nursing students just aren't going to bother going to the science building. 

- It was then decided that 5 polling stations would be available this year. The hub the street, the business school, the science building and the nursing bldg (provisionally) 

- Voting is too loud an activity in the library and there will be no station there.. 

- Everyone helping out at ballot stations must be completely neutral. 

- Volunteer from nursing willing to man a ballot station in the nursing building. Returning Officer requires list of interested nursing students willing to man polling stations. 

- Point of Interest: NO polling station announced in the Engineering and Computing building. 

- The Regulations were then passed. Megan opposed. All else in favour. 

DCUSU Survey

- The point was made about the survey that had been spread around among students. When will the results of the survey be published?

- The survey covered a range of issues: Tuition Fees, Cost of Services, Reg Fees. The rep made the point that ALL STUDENTS should have access to this. 

- Megan made the point that it wasn't published because the SU did it for their own research, how to do their jobs, etc. There is no problem circulating it. 

- The survey will be sent out as a UG/PG mail. -

- Have issues been discussed? We should be discussing this as a council. 

- The issue of Spar and their overpricing was brought up once again.  

- The point was made that all money from Spar is put back into Hub refurbishment. 

- Megan spoke about the progress the SU has made in improving the situation in Spar where pricing is concerned. There are now 30 different deals a month, Sandwich deals, etc. 

- "We were happy to publish whatever offers they were doing. But they had to have thirty different ones a month."

- “They're not making a fortune. They're only working 24 weeks a year. Weekends are dead, Summer is dead, Xmas is dead. While they may be making a massive percentage of profit on most academic, those other, substantial times of the year usually result in 0% profit.” 

- Megan also spoke about DCU Commercial and how they operate. All costs go back to DCU. Basically, they're all under one body. In a way, the student and staff costs are compensating the other companies 

- The Exec have a vote on every catering service board in the university now. 

- Following on from the requests made at an earlier Union Council, kettles will be available microwaves and toasters in the Mezz, in the SU. 

- Alex Denby: Why don't we have our own SU shop?|

- Collie: tried it. Profits for the first couple of weeks. Didn't work. Nightmare. Constant purchase of stock from cash and carries. 

- SU doesn't focus on provided retail services. It's there for the students. Not viable in the long run. 

- It would take at least three years to get that off the ground. 

- Cost saving idea: Database to sell books on. Self-administered. Wouldn't be too expensive or difficult to run. 

- Working group set up for Online Second Hand Book Database. 

- Josh Doyle, Devon FInn, Derek McKenna, Berryl Boemer, Brian McDonald, Meg, Ian McGlynn, Sean Cassidy, Collie Ollie.

- Referendum Spending proposal discussion:

-  Both sides should be given a set idea in terms of what to spend. 

- Sean: Should go through the Returning Officer. 

- Logistics problem with referendum spending. If there's no limit set, both sides are spending a catch-up game. What is a reasonable limit?

- Should this limit if it does go through be dependent on what exactly the issue is? How much of a limit we should put on either side before the referendum moves forward? Decide a variable amount beforehand? 

- Meg: If you were to set a limit, if you could spend more money to inform more people, you should be allowed to spend more money. 

- Opposing Representative: When it comes down to two individuals, it's much easier for someone who has the money to steamroll it. While you are trying to make sure that everyone is getting as much info as possible, you are trying to outbalance the person by the person who has the most amount of cash. 

- Coco: If we're going to set a limit, surely that rule would have to go into the constitution. 

-In light of the election regulations being in the schedule, there is room to discuss variables before the election takes place. 

- As long as there's no contradiction of 1.3 in the new cons, it will be fine to insert it into the schedules. 

- The general feeling is that it makes sense to set those figures and caps before the election takes time. 

- The point was once again made about the possibility of online voting for students. The returning officer assured that the issue will be passed on to next year's council. 

- The issue was raised about the cost issues of the gym. It's free in Trinity. It could be a bit cheaper in DCU. 

- Meg: It's included in their student service charge. People who don't use the gym, subsidise people who do use the gym. 

- Steve: Exec, investigate when the loan for the student sport centre will be paid? Students are paying the levy.

- Meg: Will find out by next Union Council. 

- A student spoke about how efforts are being made to start a Special Olympics Jersey Day. Megan said that this was a great idea and that the student should come and speak to her in the offices later to discuss how to organise it.

- Declan: Was the new contract for the sabbaticals voted in? 

- Meg: It's not going to be voted in, it will be used in schedules. 

- Declan: Has the contact between the union for the contract of the Hub been finalised?

- Cillian: It will be investigated. 

The meeting closed shortly thereafter.
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