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Dublin City University Students’ Union Council

Minutes

24th November 2010

5pm QG15

Agenda adopted by Ian McGlynn

Minutes approved by Ian McGlynn

Referendum

 -It was announced by Megan O'Riordan that 69% of all students who voted in the Referendum to rejoin USI voted “No”. Overall there were 771 against and 331 in favour. 

 - It was said that perhaps the Referendum flew by too quickly with little chance for students to fully realise what was going on. The suggestion for the future was to have a longer period of time for any future referendums for campaigning, etc. A number of students agreed with this suggestion.

- The continuing issue of people being away on placements was discussed. Some people were commuting, etc and there wasn't any way they could even make the late polling stations that the Electoral Committee had provided. 

- Regarding the subject of Online Voting; the SU Executive is looking into the possibility of online voting for certain students, (nursing placements, etc). Megan O'Riordan has already begun researching other Universities who utilise Online Voting. The suggestion of postal votes was also put forward in the case that Online Voting was too complicated a process to put into place given that it is likely that a Constitutional Referendum is likely to take place as well as the usual Executive Elections later on in the year.

- The Returning Officer Russell James Alford was asked to provide Union Council with the class-by-class lists. 

Constitutional Review

- Chair of the Constitutional Review Committee, Sean Cassidy spoke to Union Council. 

- 3 Options were presented to the Committee regarding professional consultants for a new constitution: Ian O'Herlihy (Mason, Hayes and Curran), John King (Ivor Fitzpatrick), Jim O'Higgins (Kent Carty Solicitors). Ultimately, Ian O'Herlihy was the one chosen. O'Herlihy quoted a cost of €1000 for an entirely new draft. 

- It was decided that in order to alleviate time restraints, three sabbatical Officers will present a suggestion draft to the Constitutional Review Committee, after consulting with various parties including previous Execs and the set up of an Online Suggestion Box. .

- The first draft of the new Constitution will be presented by the Committee to Union Council. Following the acceptance of the new draft, there will be a Referendum in Week 5.

- The Committee plan on examining the following headings: Definitions, Objectives of SU, Memberships, Governance, Exec, Council, Officers, Sabbatical Officers, Staff, Meetings, Finance, Referendum, and Elections

- The new constitution will be no more than 20 pages. The reasoning behind this is to leave the new constitution as open to interpretation as possible. 

- It was suggested that the Committee of Arbitration be disbanded, as a sub-committee of Union Council should not be able to over-rule the decision of Union Council as that is a paradox. 

Siptu March

- Siptu have called Megan O'Riordan to ask if the students will support the march. Megan's recommendation is to let SIPTU have their own march and for students to remain neutral.

- An unnamed individual also spoke to Cillian Byrne and said that it's important that people get involved. Cillian believes that there's a good chance that the march could be hijacked by the Social Worker's party. 

- It was then suggested that an all-student mail be sent saying that the march is ON and if "you want to go, go." This suggestion was welcomed by Union Council and an all-student mail is to be sent.

Student Cheating

- It appears that a number of DCU students have cheated in exams, using a new technology (wireless antennae earphones for I-Pods). What lecturers are looking at in order to combat this problem is using detector-technology. 

- Cillian Byrne stated that students who cheated are cheating classmates, universities, and themselves; are downgrading prestige and will suffer serious punishments, including expulsion. 

- It was confirmed by College View journalist Steve Conlon, that other universities are indeed using this detector-technology and that it is very expensive.

- The identities of the DCU students who are guilty of cheating are being withheld by Steve Conlon as that was the condition of the news story which exposed this problem.

IMF Information

- Steve Conlon gave a brief history of University Registration Fees, speaking about how they came about and what they are supposed to pay for (Health Service, Some Library Facilities, The Students' Union, Student Support Services, etc). The fees have in fact never covered the cost of those facilities and some Universities have been using the fee to pay for Lecturers, Tutors etc.

- On the 24-11-2010 an announcement was made in the four year plan. DCUfm asked about the registration fee. The Fee is going up to €2000. The University Registration Fee is now being called "Student Contribution Fee"

- The Government will call back a third of the €2000. 

Any Other Business

- Steve Conlon asked the Council if they would mandate to get proper Ballot Boxes. None were opposed and the SU Executive are promising better ballot boxes for future referenda and elections.

- It appears that the sign on the back of the Henry Grattan building is missing some letters. Megan promised to send an e-mail regarding this troublesome aesthetic. 

- A student complained about the lack of microwave facilities for undergraduate students who have long study hours during the week and are living off-campus. Megan responded that there existed various problems with health and safety that prevented this facility from being allowed to students. However Megan is keen to continue researching in the hope that somehow this problem will be resolved.
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