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Dublin City University Students’ Union Council
Minutes
20th October 2010
5pm QG15
Minutes for Emergency Union Council Meeting 20-10-2010

Apologies for duration of last meeting This won't be anything like that. 

Voting and all the rest

- Agenda Adopted by Ian McGlynn

Referendum Date - Week 7 of this Semester

- Campaigning will go on for Week 7, Semester `1 

- Problem of Nursing students on work placement

- Suggestion of leaving voting boxes open late. Nursing Students satisfied.

- Mon-Thursday 8-11 campaigning

- Wed 12 and Thursday 13 November; polling will commence. 

- Friday 14/11/2010 Official Announcement of whether or not DCU will re-affiliate with USI. 
* Megan O'Riordan gives information regarding the choice of week seven as a referendum week. 

- Constitutionally, we must give two weeks notice to the student body on referendum 

- Sooner rather than later

- Reading week is before, so people can prepare

- Laid back period for most coursees

- More in favour of moving things along rather than leaving it

- SU EXEC have proposed that week. 

WEEK 7, Semester 1, 2010

- A show-of-hands vote took place to determine whether or not a SHOW OF HANDS or SECRET BALLOT should determine whether or not the dates proposed by the SU Exec should be the definite dates.

- Show of Hands majority. One opposed.

Show of Hands result:  

- In favour: 65

Opposed: 2

- Thus, the referendum will take place on the given dates (11-14 November 2010)

- Applause

IN THE EVENT OF A 'YES' RESULT; THERE IS TO BE A CONSTITUTIONAL AMMENDMENT

Article 13.4

- Made clear that membership shall be reviewed after the end of the second year of full-paid membership.

- All registered students of DCU will be charged the membership fee to enter USI.

VOTE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AMMENDMENT

Show of Hands or Secret Ballot?

- Show of hands majority, no opposition

- All in favour of the wording of the ammendment: 54

No opposition.

WORDING PASSED

SU STANCE, as explained by Megan O'Riordan

- Constitutionally, we must remain neutral

- It's a democratic aroach.

- We are elected to represent the student opinion - not the opinion of the SU Executive.

Article 4.5  Constitution states that UC may decide non-permanent policy but only by qualified majority - this means that two thirds of the room will be required to vote in favour of a particular position that the executive will hold. If UC fails to reach this two-thirds then the original postiion of no position continues with the exec.

- 

CAN USI COME ON CAMPUS?

- Worries about USI having more of a budget to fund a YES campaign

- Ways around this worry discussed (USI must match budget for a NO vote, etc)

- There will be an open debate.

- Retruning Officer briefly speaks about budgetary restrictions. All campaign teams must be on the same level and must produce receipts.

- Problem: What is there to stop USI from running a dirty campaign?

- The problem of USI using available resources (ie, existing t-shirts that USI have been using for years, etc)

- RO: Suggests that official and unofficial campaigns are permitted.

- Nobody external is allowed to come on and campaign.

- The worry that USI are going to have a bunch of money that ordinary students don't have.

- It is the responsibility of Reps to tell students about the open debate, because last years' one was a complete flop.
- Debate SOC suggests taking on the Open Debate as they have a history of neutrality. - Possibility.

- VOTE IN FAVOUR OF DCUSU HAVING A NEUTRAL STANCE TOWARDS USI RE-AFFILIATION

- 45 in favour

- 12 opposed

IN FAVOUR OF ALLOWING INDEPENDENT BODIES NON-AFFILIATE WITH DCU COME ON CAMPUS AND PROMOTE EITHER YES OR NO?

Change of the wording: Richard Duffy suggests They will be granted access to campus to partake in a balanced informational campaign only.

Constitution 7.6.3.10: Electoral Committee will not have any jurisdiction over any outside parties because they are not members of the SU. 

Meeting Concluded. 
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