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Dublin City University Students’ Union Council
Minutes
10th November 2010
5pm CG86
1. Apologies

The Chair Ed Leamy was excused.
The Student Union President Megan O’Riordan proposed that secretary Roibeard O’Conchuir resides as chair in the absence, and the motion was accepted. A replacement secretary Ruairi Lennon, a member of the Union, was nominated and accepted.

2. Matters arising from Minutes

Following a motion by the chairperson, no issues were raised and the minutes passed.

3. Executive Update

Megan O’Riordan clarified the success of the referendum and the march, which was the main preoccupation of the previous two weeks of the position, and further expressed the need for classes to go out and vote.

The Campaigns and Information Officer/Vice President, Collie Oliver, described his role in organising the march, national food fair and beer night, national fashion show, open mike and comedy night.

The Education & Welfare Officer/Deputy President, Cillian Byrne, described the issues of marks and standards about examinations. This included engineering and science degrees, and he also described his approaches taken lately to deal with those.

A member of the union directed a question for Cillian regarding if someone fails the year given circumstances and Cillian responded with advice that the university is the final adjudicator in that scenario.

4. Focus groups

Cillian described the previous discussion on budget and focus groups, and described the need for 16 volunteers for the focus group, not necessarily class reps. Details of the focus group given and who to contact.

A member of the union asked if focus group is representative, and Megan clarified that it has to contain at least one from first year, second year, and to cover all groups for representation for accurate statistics. Megan and Collie ask for feedback. In tying the agenda of the survey, it was then agreed that the survey should be developed from focus groups and circulated.

Another member of the Union asked when focus groups report, who is reported to, Megan clarified that feedback goes back to student union and officers. Another member asked for a timeline of the focus group. Cillian replied that he hoped week 9, but gave some conditions regarding fixing that date. Member asked if the survey is only relevant to DCU and not other colleges, and Megan clarified the issue that other colleges have followed something similar.

5. Referendum,

Derek McKenna, a member of the Union, stated the no. of votes so far to date, over 1200 students, and encouraged class reps to get their class to vote, mentioning the opening and closing hours of the poll. Alan Armstrong, the science convenor queried and commented about what media could be used to get more people out to vote. Another member asked if the referendum doesn't meet quorum, Megan replies this would see the referendum invalid. Alan Armstrong then queried the chance of a second referendum given a ‘No’ vote. Cillian described the limit of one referendum per semester per topic. 

Chair asks for any more motions.

After a brief moment of silence, a member queried the DCUSU constitution, asking council executive to reform this constitution, especially regarding if the referendum returns yes, to accommodate changes to USI, hopefully before executive elections, to specify, the member clarified that the term of the election in the constitution needs to be looked at. The chair read the relevant lines of the constitution and clarified the requirements for the constitution.

A member then queried whether; reviewing the constitution should be done by a professional to get a sound 'shell' for the constitution that the exec can work with. The chair read the constitution regarding this, at the current ruling of how the constitution is drawn up. Another member clarified that the DCU constitution is legally binding. There was a mandate motioned that meeting in a week and a half and decide who draws up a change to the constitution. 
Cillian clarifies that would lead into week 9. 

The mandate was then drawn up officially for the DCUSU to follow up.

Mandate then is that:

“Constitution review committee to meet before next union council meeting, decide which external organisation drafts up the constitution, and contact those organisations, presenting a report outlining the timeline for completion of the constitution at next union council.”

Members of the union council discussed the mandate further

A member of the union queried if the constitutional change has to go to referendum, Cillian and Megan described the process of taking each change of the constitution to referendum and return at a later date with upgraded constitution. The chair further described further and answered the query that the referendum will have to take place before the next union exec election.

27 people vote to promote the mandate, 1 vote against.

The chair declared that the constitution review committee was to be given the responsibility to carry out mandate.

Megan questioned feedback on student union about USI at this point, and members replied with a general consensus that there is a lack of knowledge of USI in general on campus. 

Steve Conlon described ways of motivating students and involving students more into the student union.

At this point nothing further was to be added.

6. AOB

Ian McGlynn, the business convener, asked about the colour of the student exec hoodie colour, and the council debated on choice of colours.

Another member queried the progress on the website updates, including accounts for groups like CAO applicants.

The Union Council meeting then turned over to Faculty convenor meetings.
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