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Dublin City University Students’ Union Council

Minutes

9th March 2011
5pm QG15

In Rob Ó Conchúir’s (Sectary of U.C) absence, Jackie Fox was elected temporary secretary.

1. Matters Arising
1.1 Changed wording in minutes: “As voted by Union Council the new article 5.5.2 will be retained into the proposed draft...”

2. Union Council Reform

2.1 Class Reps suggested that:

· Class Reps should be notified earlier on when Union Council is taking place.

· Union Council should be less often, for instance; once a month. However, another Class Rep opposed this by saying; the meeting would go on for longer which would result in students not attending.

· Anyone who misses more than three Union Councils, in a row, should be re-considered as a Class Rep. Cillian (Education and Welfare) pointed out that this should be the case anyways.

· The rewards of being Class Rep should be made available. It was suggested to give students, at the start of the year, a Class Rep document outlining the roles, rewards and responsibilities of being a Class Rep.

· Class Rep training should be made available for all potential Class Reps at the very start of the year, to make students aware of the role, rewards and responsibilities of being a Class Rep.

· Class Rep training shouldn’t be at the weekend but during the week instead, due to students going home at the weekend

· Class Rep training should have more notice. 

· Doodle should be created for new Union Council times in Semester 2 to accommodate as many people as possible.

3. RAG Week Feedback

3.1 Class Reps’ highlights of RAG Week:

· Raising money for charity

· Ed Leamy (Chair of U.C) said “The giving factor” was the most rewarding aspect of RAG Week

· Strictly Come DCU in The Helix

· Toxic Tuesday: Cillian (Education and Welfare) commented that there were over 2,000 people in the bar by 10.30pm

· “Seeing Alex in shorts”

3.2 Around €4,500 has been counted so far for the RAG Week charities. This is not counting how much societies raised and collected.

3.3 Suggestions for future RAG week from Class Reps:

· Change RAG Week to Week 5 to suit nurses on placement 

· Charge €2 into Toxic Tuesday for the RAG Week Charities

4. Constitution

4.1 Constitution has now been edited by the solicitors and given back to the Students’ Union. The only adjustment from the last Union Council is the solicitor’s wording of the constitution. 
4.3 Class Reps will be emailed the new Constitution by Cillian (Education and Welfare) and will have to make a decision whether to pass or reject the new Constitution for referendum by 12pm tomorrow the 10th of March. If there are not enough responses, the Students’ Union Executive will make a decision on the changes for referendum.

5. A.O.B

5.1 Enquires on the structure of the final RAG Week Budget. Will be circulated by Cillian before the next Union Council to Class Reps and then discussed at the next meeting.

5.2 Noted that the Chair of Union Counil, Ed Leamy, and the Secetary of Union Council, Rob Ó Conchúir, will now be in control of circulating the minutes and notifying Class Reps about the next meeting.

5.3 Class Reps will be pushed more to contribute to the Union Council agenda.

5.4 Questions over security around campus and students being attacked.

· Cillian (Education and Welfare) told Union Council that 2/3 weeks ago there were a number of DCU student attacks near the entrance of Albert College Park. He said the lighting was fixed along the walkway to the Ballymun Road. A Class Rep commented that the lights are broken again closer to the Ballymun Road. Cillian commented that security is now higher around campus and the lights will be fixed again.

· A Class Rep compliments the current Gardaí presence around DCU at night-time.
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