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Schedule E Election and Referenda Regulations

As some regulations under Article 9 refer exclusively to General Elections, some interpretations and adoptions for the purpose of Referendum November 2011 must be made.

Pursuant to the orderly conduct of the Referendum the Electoral Committee hereby enforces the following regulations:

1. All campaigns must register with the Returning Officer by Wednesday November 30, 2011, Meeting Room 3 by 11.00 am. Each campaign will be required to register the names, student numbers and contact numbers of campaign committee members. These will be kept confidential by the Electoral Committee.

2.  Any member of the Students Union wishing to actively engage in personal campaigning must register with the Returning Officer.

3. All campaign expenses shall be referred to by the student ID number of the head of the campaign, rather than name. This is to ensure no one is identified as pro or anti-motion, to avoid any unnecessary problems between opposing campaigns, if people wished to remain somewhat anonymous.

4. A €50 deposit from each campaign team who registered, which will be paid back after the campaign once all regulations are abided by.

5. All referendum material should be approved by the Returning Officer by Friday, December 2, 2011. The location for the examination and approval of election material will be Meeting Room 3.

6. The Returning Officer/ Appointed member of committee will be available between the hours of 9am and 5pm to approve campaign materials before this date.

The Returning Officer requests that material must emailed to his address before duplication for approval.

7. Referendum spending limits shall not exceed €150. The limit shall include a financial value of campaign donations received. Referendum expenses shall include, but are not limited too, t-shirts, posters, fliers, sweets, drinks, confectionary and any other paraphernalia used to communicate with the electorate during the campaign or used to identify the campaign.

8. Each individual campaign shall be required to provide the Treasurer of Electoral Committee with receipts for all campaign expenditure by 5pm, Friday December 9, 2011. Receipts of income received, donations etc must also be provided to the Treasurer on the same date.

9. The Electoral Committee shall have the power to discipline any member of a campaign or a campaign team who: 

- Breaks the election or referendum regulations. These will be stated by the electoral committee

- Obstructs the work of the Electoral Committee

- Disobeys a legitimate instruction from the Electoral Committee

- Obstructs a campaign team, or a member of a team in their campaigning

 10. Sanctions available to the Electoral Committee shall be:

· Public reprimand posted through all channels of communication open to it stating the members name and detailing the breach of the electoral regulation

· Expulsion from hustings – for the purposes of this referendum the hustings shall refer to the official DCU Students Union debate on the referendum topic

11. Official balanced events will be organised by DCU Students Union with advanced notice.

12. There will be no photocopying privileges provided by DCU Students Union to campaign teams during this referendum - all photocopying will be provided by the campaign teams themselves and will be accounted for in their final accounts returned to the Returning Officer by 5pm December 9, 2011.

Deposits

The Electoral Committee shall have the power to retain partially or in full a campaign teams deposit for a breach of any of the Referendum Regulations.

Expulsion

In extreme cases the Electoral Committee may decide to expel a member from participating in a campaign or expel an individual campaign as a whole where that member or campaign has breached the Referendum Regulations; 

In the event that the total number of fines accrued by a campaign team exceeds the value of their deposit that campaign team will face an expulsion hearing before the electoral committee. This shall result in the removal of all referendum paraphernalia from the campus.
Registration

During the registration process campaigns will be required to supply the

Returning Officer with the following information:

· Name, contact details and student number of the Chairperson and any agent of the campaign

· €50 deposit

· List of planned events

Only campaigns registered by the Returning Officer may engage in the Referendum campaign.

Campaigning:

· All campaign material must be approved by the Returning Officer or a nominee of the Returning Officer prior to duplication.
· In the event that an external body or individual wishes to campaign on campus they must be sponsored by a current DCU student and this must be registered with the returning officer. Should they breach the referenda regulations the student who sponsors them will be held accountable

· Material found on campus that is not clearly identifiable as belonging to a registered campaign team will be removed and destroyed. The Electoral Committee will not entertain any requests for compensation for the destruction of literature.
· Class emails are allowed only but campaign teams must adhere to the acceptable User Policy of the university. 
· Mass emails are also prohibited 

· All members of campaign teams are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that promotes and encourages debate. Anyone found to be engaging in activities contrary to this, including harassment, bullying, defamation shall be sanctioned by the Electoral Committee after an investigation is complete; the Electoral Committee reserves the right to inform the University of any Incident of bullying, harassment or threats to any student or visitor to the university.

· The Electoral Committee reserves the right to refuse any literature that has no basis in fact, where this can be adequately proven to be the case.

· No literature or member of a campaign team may engage in any personal attacks. Such incidents shall be taken extremely seriously, and without prejudice to these regulations the Electoral Committee reserves the right to inform the university where appropriate of such incidents for further investigation.

· Where a society or club has participated in an event in partnership or association with an individual campaign the cost of that event shall be shared equally between the club or society and the individual campaign. Receipts must reflect this.

· No canvassing shall take place on the polling days within a 10-metre radius of any polling station.

· Online campaigns are allowed to begin before the campaigns week, the 23rd of November, in order to encourage more people to vote and get involved.

· Each campaign is strictly prohibited from tampering with other campaigns posters and/or material.

· In the event of a complaint regarding campaigning materials being tampered with, said complaint must be brought to the attention of the Returning Officer who will then investigate the matter further and discuss it with the Electoral Committee whether or not to take further action. 
· Under no circumstances, is a campaign to interfere, move or destroy another campaigns material. Similarly, campaigns should also not request permission to interfere, move or destroy any campaign material of other campaigns as such requests will not be entertained.

· In the event that the Returning Officer believes that a campaign is grossly over-monopolizing a particular area on campus, he will convene with the Electoral Committee to discuss the implications of the action. Campaigns are permitted to place posters anywhere provided they adhere to both the Budgetary Rules of DCUSU Elections 2011 and the Postering Regulations of the University.
· In the event of DCU Estates or the Cleaning Services removing or interfering with a candidate's Campaign materials, the Electoral Committee will not reimburse or alter the budget of the candidate. Campaign materials are used at the risk of the candidate.

Polling Days

· The Polling Stations shall be open from 9am-9pm on Wednesday December 7, 2011 and from 9am-5pm on Thursday December 8, and from 9am to 3pm on Friday December 9.
· Canvassing shall only take place in Open Areas and is prohibited from taking place within a ten-meter radius of Polling Stations.

Counting

· Counting will commence at 4pm on Friday the 9th of December and will continue to 6pm at which point it will adjourn until Monday the 12th of December at 10am 

· Counting will begin with the separation of ballot papers 

· They will then be counted in the following order:

1. “Would you support third level tuition fees as a funding solution for higher education?” 

2. “Would you support a graduate tax as a funding solution for higher education?” 

3. “Would you support a student loan scheme as a funding solution for higher education?” 

4. “Would you support the annual continuation of the student contribution fee if it was capped at €2,000?” 

5. "Would you agree with a fully free higher level education system that is funded fully through the conventional taxation system"

· One representative from each campaign will be allowed to view and contest the validity of spoiled ballots 

· The opinion of the Returning Officer is final with regard to spoilt ballots
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